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Improvements in Health Care

ÅAdvances in diagnostic tools

ÅAdvances in treatments

ÅIncreasing role of the patient in their own 

treatment

- asthma

- diabetes



Family Centered Care

ÅFamily-Centered Care assures the health and well -

being of children and their families through a 

respectful family -professional partnership.

ÅIt honors the strengths, cultures, traditions and 

expertise that everyone brings to this relationship.



Principles of Family Centered 

Care for Children

ÅFamilies and professionals work together in the 

best interest of the child and the family. As the 

child grows, s/he assumes a partnership role.

ÅEveryone respects the skills and expertise brought 

to the relationship.

ÅTrust is acknowledged as fundamental.

ÅCommunication and information sharing are open 

and objective.

ÅParticipants make decisions together.

ÅThere is a willingness to negotiate.



Family Centered Care

ÅBuilds on family strengths.

ÅSupports the child in learning about and participating 

in his/her care and decision -making.

ÅHonors cultural diversity and family traditions.

ÅRecognizes the importance of community -based 

services.

ÅPromotes an individual and developmental approach.

ÅEncourages family-to-family and peer support.

ÅDevelops policies, practices, and systems that are 

family -friendly and family -centered in all settings.



Family Services 

Autism Response Team (ART)responds to family 
inquires/requests by phone  and email in four regions: 
Western, Midwestern, Northeast and Southeast.

!ǳǘƛǎƳ {ǇŜŀƪǎΩ 100-day kitavailable in English and 
Spanish

Autism Careswas established as a collaborative to help 
families with autism affected by natural disasters.

Community grantsprovide money to support community 
programs.
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