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Objectives for today

1.  Why is child abuse prevention so important

2.  Another look at changing physicianbehavior:   

Complex Adaptive Systems

3.  The Practicing Safety Project

4.  SEEK

5.  Seeking Safety







THE IMPORTANCE OF PREVENTION

Å  10-15% of young children are victims of serious

physical trauma  (Finkelhor and Straus)

Å  Neglect is the leading cause of substantiated cases

of abuse

Å  Survey data demonstrate that 25% of females and 

10% of males will be sexually abused by age 18

Å  Estimates of treatment costs are 24 billion dollars a year

Å  Long term sequelae are enormous in terms of psycho-

logical and functional damage, substance abuse, 

delinquency, learned aggressiveness and abuse potential

when a parent



The Relationship of Adverse Childhood

Experiences to Adult Health Status

A collaborative effort of Kaiser Permanente and The Centers for Disease 

Control

Vincent J. Felitti, M.D.

Robert F. Anda, M.D.



The Adverse Childhood 

Experiences (ACE) Study

Å The largest study of its kind ever done to 

examine the health and social effects of adverse 

childhood experiences over the lifespan  (18,000 

participants)



ACE Study Design

Survey Wave 1  -- complete

71% response (9,508/13,454)

n=15,000

71% response

Survey Wave II

n=15,000
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Adverse Childhood Experiences

Are Very Common

Percent reporting types of ACEs:

Alcohol abuse 23.5%

Mental illness 18.8%

Battered mother 12.5%

Drug abuse 4.9%

Criminal behavior                    3.4%

Household exposures:

Childhood Abuse:

Psychological 11.0%

Physical 30.1%

Sexual 19.9%



Childhood Experiences 

Underlie Suicide
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